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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,532,488,016,268.40. We’ve 
added $6,905,610,967,355.40 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, June 20, 2014, I mistakenly voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote 334. I meant to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

I support all forms of energy, including 
biofuels and agree with the vast majority of 
Americans who agree that we must diversify 
our fuel supplies with alternatives to oil. The 
list of auto makers embracing biodiesel con-
tinues to grow, and currently all major U.S. en-
gine manufacturers support blends of up to 5 
percent, while more than three-quarters sup-
port 20 percent blends in at least some of 
their engines. Many engine manufacturers are 
now actively promoting their positive positions 
on biodiesel blends (Ford, for example, now 
uses a B20 logo on heavy-duty diesel trucks.) 

A few years ago, Americans were filling up 
their cars at record prices—60, 80, 100 dollars 
a tank—and looking to Washington to see 
what could be done. To see what we could do 
to replace a crippling oil addiction with the en-
ergy technology this challenge demands, and 
our nation deserves. To relieve the strain on 
their budgets and their families not ten years 
from now—but now. 

Our government and military need to work 
toward the goal of including biofuels in their 
vast array of energy products. I support the 
military, I support the environment but I do not 
support this amendment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF PAT PADILLA 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize Pat Padilla. After conversations with a 
gay colleague some years ago, Pat realized 
how unaware she was concerning the strug-
gles and inequality faced by the LGBT com-
munity and their loved ones. Shortly after-
wards, she discovered the local Orlando/Cen-
tral Florida chapter of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbian and Gays (PFLAG), which 

has led her on an extraordinary journey of 
grassroots advocacy and activism. Working 
with the LGBT community and allies over the 
years has, in turn, enriched her life in so many 
ways. 

As a straight ally, she served as president 
of PFLAG Orlando/Central Florida chapter for 
11 years. She also served as a member the 
Equality Florida Board of Directors for 8 years. 
Equality Florida is the largest civil rights orga-
nization dedicated to securing full equality for 
Florida’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender community. 

Since 2001, she has been a member of Or-
lando Anti-Discrimination Organization 
(OADO). OADO has been responsible for 
passing various LGBT inclusive Human Rights 
Ordinances (HRO) and Domestic Partnership 
Registries (DPR) in both Orlando and Orange 
County, Florida. 

In 2009, Pat received the Orlando Metropoli-
tan Business Organization ‘Debbie Simmons 
Community Service Award’. Pat is passionate 
about increasing awareness and under-
standing of LGBT individuals, especially youth 
and ‘‘transgender’’ individuals. This passion 
led to her involvement with Zebra Coalition 
and Orlando Youth Alliance. Over time, she 
has compiled a wealth of information including 
individuals, organizations, and resources for 
LGBT persons needing assistance. This infor-
mation has become a vital asset for various 
organizations. 

Pat holds a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration from the University of 
Central Florida. For the past 15 years, Pat has 
worked for Symantec Corporation in both 
sales and support services roles. She leads 
the global LGBTA Employee Resource Group, 
SymPRIDE. In 2007, she initiated a change to 
the Symantec diversity policy to include 
‘‘transgender’’. Along with SymPRIDE, she is 
also a member of SWAN (Symantec Women’s 
Action Network) and HOLA (Hispanic Out-
reach and Leadership Affinity). 

Pat lived in Venezuela for 10 years, where 
she had the gratifying experience of working 
with Mother Teresa and as a translator for the 
Missionaries of Charity. 

I am happy to honor Pat Padilla, during 
LGBT Pride Month, for her compassion for 
and service to the LGBT community in Central 
Florida. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RAPPAHAN-
NOCK LADY RAIDERS STATE 
CHAMPION SOFTBALL TEAM 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding feat achieved by the 
Rappahannock Lady Raiders softball team 
with their victory in the Division 1A Virginia 
High School League Championship. 

The Lady Raiders earned the 1A State Soft-
ball Championship title in an impressive 5–0 
game with the William Campbell Lady Gen-
erals, winning their first State Championship in 
the program’s history. 

During their historical championship season, 
the Lady Raiders secured an impressive 
record of 22–3, a testament to the team’s 
commitment to performing at the highest level 
each and every time they stepped on the field. 

I would like to commend head coach Ellen 
Gaines and all those who are involved with 
the Lady Raiders for building this successful 
softball program into a championship winning 
team. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand today to 
recognize the school, the coaches, the fans, 
and most importantly, the players on their suc-
cessful season and victory in the lA State 
Championship game. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NUAL SAN MATEO COUNTY DIS-
ASTER PREPAREDNESS DAY 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the 10th annual San Mateo County Disaster 
Preparedness Day on this day, Saturday, June 
7, 2014. 

This event grew out of the tragedy of Hurri-
cane Katrina, which devastated southeast 
Louisiana on August 29, 2005. The Nation 
watched in horror as Americans were waving 
for help from the roofs of their homes sur-
rounded by water. Hurricane Katrina became 
the costliest natural disaster and one of the 
five deadliest hurricanes in U.S. history. I 
couldn’t help but wonder what would happen 
here in the Bay Area if a major earthquake hit. 
As all of us know, it’s not a question of if, but 
when. 

We convened a small group of leaders on 
September 11, 2004 to discuss disaster pre-
paredness in our county. From this meeting 
arose the first countywide disaster prepared-
ness event to educate residents. San Mateo 
County Supervisor Adrienne Tissier and Su-
pervisor Don Horsley created such a stir in the 
community that when event day dawned, 
about 5,000 individuals attended. They 
learned directly from first responders giving 
emergency demonstrations, and that first year 
there were 40 exhibitor booths and numerous 
emergency vehicles. Through sponsorships by 
local businesses and community partners, we 
were able to hand out 1,000 emergency pre-
paredness backpacks to the first attendees 
and feed all attendees complimentary lunches. 
It was a true community event. 

Every year since then, the San Mateo 
County Disaster Preparedness Day has taken 
place at locations throughout the county, in-
cluding South San Francisco High School, the 
USGS campus in Menlo Park and at the Event 
Center. Tens of thousands have been trained. 
Many of those who attend are young people 
and students. Disaster Preparedness Day of-
fers families a teaching moment—a time to re-
flect upon what will happen to each family 
member if communication is cut off or mobility 
restricted. As mothers and fathers instruct 
their young children in how to be safe but not 
frightened, and as emergency responders 
offer teens their first exposure to adult-like du-
ties, such as first aid and CPR, you can al-
most watch the fabric of the community being 
woven right before your eyes. 

On the 10th anniversary of this important 
day, we continue our tradition of presenting, 
during the opening ceremony, flags by the 
San Mateo County Sheriff Department Honor 
Guard and a wreath dedicated to the lives that 
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have been lost due to disasters. We also con-
tinue to offer a free CPR course for attendees 
plus explanations of hospital care during an 
emergency, and instructions on how to store 
food, currency and water in safe places. Ex-
perts on earthquakes, fires and floods explain 
likely scenarios and often the local fire depart-
ments give detailed, localized explanations to 
their own residents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor the 10th annual 
Disaster Preparedness Day in San Mateo 
County. No one wants to experience a dis-
aster, but everyone must be prepared for one. 
It has been said that practice makes perfect. 
In San Mateo County, we can never hope to 
be perfect in our response to disaster, but ev-
eryone knows that we practice because we 
love our families, our community and our 
neighborhoods, and we are determined to be 
prepared. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO LESLIE BARBOUR 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a friend and colleague, Leslie Barbour 
of the Nuclear Energy Institute, who will be re-
tiring from NEI later this summer. In some cir-
cles, Leslie is known as the ‘‘First Lady of Nu-
clear Energy’’ and her presence and insights 
will be missed. 

When I came to Congress sixteen years 
ago, I met Leslie Barbour for the first time. In 
many ways, Leslie is the face of the nuclear 
energy industry that many Members of Con-
gress and congressional staff see the most. 
Whether it is in a meeting, at a hearing or a 
mark-up, Leslie Barbour is there on behalf of 
the nuclear industry. 

Leslie is an extremely effective advocate for 
the nuclear energy industry and she has a 
unique ability to explain complex technological 
issues in understandable terms. Leslie is an 
educator and an advocate and she has cre-
ated events like the Nuclear Energy Research 
and Development Summit that bring political 
leaders, nuclear industry officials and union 
representatives together to discuss the best 
strategies and options for moving nuclear en-
ergy forward. 

As the representative of Idaho’s Second 
Congressional District, I have the honor of 
representing the Idaho National Laboratory, 
the nation’s lead lab for nuclear energy re-
search and development. The Idaho National 
Laboratory and the Nuclear Energy Institute 
work very closely together, and over the years 
Leslie has organized tours of the lab and 
brought lab employees to Washington, DC to 
help educate policymakers on the benefits of 
nuclear power. Leslie is always looking for 
new ways to reach new audiences and edu-
cate new Members of Congress on the role 
nuclear energy plays in our nation’s energy 
strategy. 

In addition to her professional work, Leslie 
Barbour is also an active member of her com-
munity. For a number of years, Leslie has 
served on the Board of Directors of the Capitol 
Hill Group Ministries, a non-denominational or-
ganization that addresses the social needs of 
the men, women and children living near Cap-

itol Hill. In fact, in recognition of her efforts, in 
2011 Capitol Hill Group Ministries named Les-
lie the Volunteer of the Year. 

After twenty years with the Nuclear Energy 
Institute, Leslie is retiring from NEI but she will 
still be active here in Washington, DC. It has 
been a joy to work with Leslie, and I wish her 
and her husband Gary all the best as they 
take on new challenges and new opportuni-
ties. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF HOLY TRIN-
ITY CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize the Holy Trinity 
Church of God in Christ in my hometown of 
Springfield, Massachusetts for celebrating their 
sixtieth anniversary this month. Since its 
founding in 1954, Holy Trinity has become an 
important part of the cultural and spiritual iden-
tity of the Mason Square area of Springfield. 

With its commitment to community outreach, 
Holy Trinity has become a vital part of the re-
vitalization of the Mason Square area. For 
decades, Holy Trinity has worked to make 
Mason Square a better and safer place for ev-
eryone. Their parishioners help serve the peo-
ple that are most in need by donating clothes 
and working at shelters on a regular basis. 
They have sponsored many initiatives includ-
ing Community Olympics and offering different 
scholarships. Notably, Holy Trinity headed up 
a project, working with other churches and the 
city of Springfield, to renovate the gym at 
Deberry Elementary School for those students 
to enjoy. 

I want to congratulate Holy Trinity Church of 
God in Christ for reaching this important mile-
stone and I wish them all the best with their 
future endeavors. 

f 

JULIE GEISER CONGRESSIONAL 
TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Julie Geiser of Pueblo, Colorado. 
After 18 years of service as the Director of the 
Alamosa Public Health Department, Ms. 
Geiser is retiring to spend time with her family 
and friends. 

Ms. Geiser has had an exemplary career, 
leading her department with vision and pas-
sion. Under her guidance, the Alamosa Public 
Health Department has doubled in size, while 
continuing to maintain a standard of excel-
lence that meets the needs of her community. 
In 2008 Ms. Geiser provided crucial leadership 
during a salmonella outbreak, prioritizing pub-
lic safety by ensuring that the public remained 
informed. During this tenuous time she worked 
with local officials to locate and terminate the 
source of the outbreak and limit its spread. In-
stances like this demonstrate the important 
role Ms. Geiser has had in ensuring the health 
and vitality of her community. Ms. Geiser was 

recognized by the Nightingale Luminaries in 
2014 for demonstrating outstanding leader-
ship, advocacy, and innovation in her commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Geiser’s hard work and 
dedication to serving her community are com-
mendable. I stand with the residents of 
Alamosa County in thanking Ms. Geiser and 
congratulating her on a lifetime of service. Al-
though she is retiring from her current post, I 
am confident she will remain a valuable part of 
her community, and I look forward to seeing 
all she will accomplish in the years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NORTHUMBER-
LAND HIGH SCHOOL INDIANS 
STATE CHAMPION BASEBALL 
TEAM 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding feat achieved by the 
Northumberland Indians baseball team with 
their victory in the Division IA Virginia High 
School League Championship. 

The Indians earned the lA State Baseball 
Championship title in an impressive 9–3 game 
with the Honaker High School Tigers, winning 
the State Championship while handing the Ti-
gers their first and only loss of the season. 

I would like to commend head coach John-
ny Mothershead and all those who are in-
volved with the Northumberland High School 
Indians for building this successful baseball 
program into a championship winning team. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand today to 
recognize the school, the coaches, the fans, 
and most importantly, the players on their suc-
cessful season and victory in the IA State 
Championship game. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
309: Due to a previously scheduled con-
stituent event in my district, I was not able to 
be present for this vote. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF DAVID BALDREE 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 23, 2014 

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and 
Transgender (LGBT) Pride Month, to recog-
nize David Baldree. Born in Shelby, North 
Carolina in 1966 to J.D. and Margaret 
Baldree, David grew up in a home committed 
to volunteering and giving back to the commu-
nity. Even now, David’s parents, a retired 
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